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Location:

The Velvet Mine, a proposed randon underground room and pillar
uranir* mine, is located on Three Step Mesa approxinately 50 miles fron
Moab, Utah. It is located in Section 3, Township 31 South, Range 25

East, San Juan County, Utah. Consult the enclosed map.

Soils and Geology:

The proposed mine will be located in an area that has rather deep
sandy soils.- Soils will be stockpiled prior to constructing waste rock
dunps, ole stockpiles, etc. Upon terurination of operations the soil
will be respread and seeded.

Hydrolo€I:

There are no perennial streams in the area. The proposed mine site
is adjacent to an ephemeral wash; however, Atlas does not plan any
activities within the wash. All facilities are located on a ridge.
The road will be culverted where necessary.

It is doubtful that significant ground-water wilL be encountered.

Ecology:

Juniper and pinyon pine in the overstory and big sagebrush, oakbrush,
bluebunch wheatgrass and indian rice grass in the understory comprise
the vegetation at the nine site. Cover is estimated at tSeo for undisturbed
areas. A recent (71-2-78) classification of wildlife habitats by the
Division of Wildlife Resources designated this area as one of "limited
valuefr for big game.

Structures and Facilities :

The only pre-existing facility is an access road constructed for
exploration purposes. This road will have to be upgraded considerably.

Proposed structures include the following:
a. One decline
b. One developmental waste-rock pile
c, One ore stockpile
d. One ventsite and access road
e. One powder nagazine
f. Shop and office facilities

Mining and Reclanation:

AtIas Minerals has comnitted to the following:

During Opelations_:

1. Surface site disturbances will disturb no more than 13 acres.
Devel.opment rock will be stockpiled on a designated area
which will insure the integrity of the dry wash near the
nine site.
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2. Mining activity will be conducted in such a nanner as to
nlnlnlze vtsual and environnental degradation to the
aTea.

3. Mining and naintenance procedures will be conducted in a

safe and orderly manner.

4. A 4 to 5 foot dianeter bore hole will be drilled at a

site to be approved in the future for ventilation and
escape. Disturbance will be linited to 1.25 acres.

5. Prior to construction, topsoil will be removed and stockpiled
for future reclanation.

6. Rernoval of Pinyon and Juniper trees will be minimized.

7. Disturb only that area which is essential to the nining
operation, stabilize and rehabilitate the area at the
earliest opportunity.

Aflsl Operations:

1. Extraneous debris, scrap, wood, and unuseable buildings
will be removed from the surface.

2. Portals and vent shafts will be sealed to prevent unauthorized
or accidental entry.

3, A11 waste rock dumps will be regraded to a rounded naturally
draining configuration and surface drainage contours will
be establi-shed.

4. Stockpiled topsoil will be respread to an average 12 inch
depth over developmental rock and gravel.

5. The disturbed areas will be broadcast seeded and dragcovered
with a grass-shrub seed nixture.

6. Seeded area-s will be nonitored and will be fenced.

7 " Various soil amendments and/ot surface nanipulations will
be used if found to be effective in revegetation test
plots.

Impacts-:

The Velvet Mine is a new operation to be constructed on undisturbed
land. Atlas Minerals has a well designed mine plan that attempts to
minimize the impacts as much as possible.
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Surety Estimate:

Reclamation Surety was estirnated at $17,566.71 which incLudes 5%

inflation for 15 years, the expected life of the nine. The surety
includes the following work:

a, Sealing of one portal and one vent shaft
b. Rernoval of structures and equipment
c. Removal of trash and debris
d. Regrading of spoil piles
e. Scarification, seeding and fencing of disturbed areas
f. Obliteration and seeding of roads.
g. Renoval of hazardous naterials
h. 5% inflation for 15 years

A copy of the surety estimate is enclosed.

Application History:

August 23, 1978 Division received Mining and Reclamation plan,
Notice of Intent, and MR-8 (Dated August 15, 1978)

August 25, 1978 Division inspection of proposed nine site.

Septenber 1, 1978 John Hunerjager of Atlas caLled the Division to
inquire about the approval status. He was told
of several defeciencies of the nine p1an. A
foLlow-up letter fron the Divsion was sent the
same day.

Septenber 6, 1978 Atlas reply to September 1, 1978 letter.

Septernber 8, 1978 John Hunerjager of Atlas called the Division
and notified us that the rnine plan was no
longer val,id, A new plan would be subnitted in
about a week.

september 11' 1e78 i:l'"::lH*':: :f.t'If,: ::1li:.1'i,o,i"iil""
again valid.

September 13, 1978 Fo11ow-up letter fron Atlas (dated September 11, 1978)
concerning last phone conversation received.

Septenber 18, 1978 Letter sent to Atlas stating that the Division
is satisfied with the mine plan and will issue
tentative approval upon concurrance of the
Board. Atlas was reninded that nining cannot
commence until final approval is issued.

Septenber 26, 1978 No Executive Meeting

0ctober 25, 1978 No Executive Meeting
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October 26, 1978 Dwight Crossland and John Hunerjager neet with
the Division and Board. Irlenorandun of Agreenent
signed - Board granted tentative approval,
AtLas agreed to 60 day review period and agreed
to accept responsibility regarding any third
party objection.

October 27, 1978 Surety estirnated

October 30, 1978 Letter fron Mr. T.L. Wilson, Manager of Mines
received, stating that Atlas agrees to the 60
day review period.

Novenber 2, 1978 Public Notice published in san Juan Record.

November 3, 1978 Public Notice published in Salt Lake Tribune.

Novenber 7, 1978 Surety estitnate sent to Atlas Minerals.

January 2, 1979 60 day review and public comnent period ends.


